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The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture today reported the following developments in world agriculture and trade; 


OILSEEDS AND PRODUCTS 


INDIA has decided to reduce the allocation of imported vegetable oils 
in vanaspati (a hydrogenated vegetable fat used as a butter substitute) from 
95 percent to 85 percent effective January 1985. Vanaspati production is 
forecast to rise from about 900,000 tons in 1984 to 950,000 in 1985, but the 
share of imported oils used in vanaspati is expected to decline. India is 
forecast to import 1.4 million tons of vegetable oil in 1984/85, with a con- 
sumption level of 4.5 million tons. Soybean oil imports in October/September 
1984/85 are estimated at 550,000 tons, compared with 750,000 tons in 1983/84, 
as competition from palm oil increased. 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 
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The NEW ZEALAND MEAT BOARD has concluded an Bercenete with Poland’ ton 
barter 18,000 tons of frozen lamb carcasses for hotel and restaurant: use far: 
approximately US$20 million worth of heavy industrial equipment, actording ‘ to 
the U.S. agricultural attache in Warsaw. This follows a year of negotiations... 
and a trial barter sale of 600 tons of lamb for coal mining equipmén several” 
months ago. It was recognized that for countries short on foreign exchange— 
special arrangements such as barter sales would need be used to "ma e the se 
sale". Reportedly, Poland turned down lower priced offers of beef and pork == 
from the European Community (EC) in favor of the barter sale with New Zea- 
land. This is the first sizable lamb transaction with Poland and the Meat > 
Board hopes it will lead to regular cash sales. Reportedly, discussions are 
occurring with three other East European countries which may result in future 
sales, perhaps through barter arrangements. 


KHHKEKK 


ISRAELI poultry and meat production increased 8 percent to 203,000 
tons in 1984, according to the U.S. agricultural attache in Athens who reports 
on Israel. Broiler production increased over 5 percent while turkey produc- 
tion was up 15 percent. A system of government subsidies has helped producers 
maintain profit margins despite rising feed and labor costs; however, produc- 
tion of both broilers and turkeys is expected to decline in 1985 as costs are 
expected to continue rising sharply. 


KHHKKE 
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The U.S. agricultural attache in Wellington reports that cattle and 
sheep numbers in NEW ZEALAND are expected to continue expanding in 1985. Beef 
production for 1985 is expected to be up 4.8 percent to 483,000 tons, sheep 


and mutton production up 7.1 percent to 681,000 tons, while cow milk produc- 
tion is expected to fall 7 percent to 7.1 million tons. 


KKKEK 


In the EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, intervention stocks of butter as of Dec. 
13, 1984, were 1,021,000 tons, the lowest level since May 1984 when they 
totaled 1,005,000 tons. Government nonfat dry milk (NDM) stocks also were 
down significantly to 697,000 tons as of December 13, compared with last 
December's 1,006,000 tons, continuing the downward trend that began a year 
ago. Contributing to the decline in butter and NDM stocks are production 
quotas that sharply reduced the expansion in EC milk output, greater utiliza- 
tion of NDM in animal feeds, domestic donation and promotion programs to in- 
duce greater consumption of butter and the sale of 200,000 tons of butter to 
the Soviet Union last fall. 


In comparison, U.S. Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) butter stocks 
as of Dec. 14, 1984, were only 87,000 tons, down from over 188,000 tons in 
March 1984. Stocks of NDM totaled 510,000 tons on December 14, down from over 
625,000 tons last summer. A drop in milk output, domestic and foreign dona- 
tion programs and CCC export sales contributed to the stock decline. 


COTTON AND FIBERS 


PAKISTAN has reported lower exports of cotton and cotton products in 
the first quarter (July-September) of Pakistani fiscal year 1984/85. Raw cot- 
ton exports totaled 21,725 bales during the first quarter of 1984/85, compared 
with 216,652 in 1983/84; cotton yarn 18,510 tons compared with 27,480 a year 
earlier; and cotton cloth 126.7 million square meters compared with 140.8 mil- 
lion in 1983/84. The drop is attributed to the short 1983/84 cotton crop in 


Pakistan. Exports of manmade fiber textiles increased slightly to 5.7 million 
square meters. 


VEGETABLES 


The ITALIAN peninsula was swept by a severe winter storm and accom- 
panying below-normal temperatures during early to mid-January. According to 
the U.S. agricultural counselor in Rome, indications are that the freezing 
temperatures caused significant agricultural damage, mostly to winter vegeta- 
bles, flowers and ornamental plants. Temperatures in the major citrus produc- 
tion areas were well below normal, but unharvested citrus was reported to be 
largely unaffected. Some damage to the olive crop did occur. No significant 
impact on the Italian grain crop is anticipated. 


-more— 


ae 
FRUIT AND NUTS 


WORLD commercial production of almonds during 1984 is expected to 
total 334,400 tons (shelled basis), 4 percent greater than the preliminary es- 
timate of 321,500 tons released Sept. 19, 1984 (WR 38-84). The increase is 
attributed to an upward revision in the U.S. crop to a record 263,000 tons, 
which more than offset smaller than anticipated harvests in Italy, Portugal 
and Spain. 


After record world commercial production of filberts in 1983, prelim- 
inary data indicated the 1984 crop would exhibit the normal cyclical pattern 
and drop 27 percent to 420,700 tons (in-shell basis). This estimate has now 
been reduced an additional 10 percent to 380,000 tons due to late season 
weather damage to the Italian and U.S. crops. 


An upward revision in the U.S. pistachio crop to 28,100 tons is ex- 
pected to boost world commercial pistachio production (excluding Iran) in 1984 
to a record 51,400 tons (in-shell basis). This represents a 6-percent in- 
crease over the preliminary Oct. 17, 1984, estimate (WR 42-84), and a gain of 
12 percent over the bumper world harvest in 1983. 


World commercial walnut production has been revised to 307,700 tons 
(in-shell basis), 5 percent below the October 1984 estimate, but still margin- 
ally above the 1983 volume. Adverse weather conditions figured prominently in 
the downward revisions for several countries. Losses from hail damage in 
southeast France were more extensive than originally reported, and the 1984 
crop is now expected to total only 14,200 tons. Excessive rain in Italy pre- 
cluded a bumper crop, stalling production at 12,000 tons for the third con- 
secutive year. A prolonged heat wave in California stressed walnut trees dur- 
ing the crucial development stage causing premature nut drop, below-average 
meat yields and low oil content. Despite the weather problems, the 1984 har- 
vest (currently estimated at 190,500 tons) ranks as the third largest crop in 
USO eS cOLV. 


Commercial tree nut production in selected countries is estimated as 
follows in 1,000 tons: 


Revised 1984 


Almonds (Shelled) 1982 1983 Estimate 
Italy 16.0 29.0 130 
Morocco i, De Bee) 
Portugal 4.2 oss: Sh) 
Spain 60.0 o2.U 40.0 
Turkey 12.0 Ze 58) 
United States Ls PRC!) 109.8 263.0 
Total Zoek O27 334.4 
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Filberts (In-Shell) 
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Pistachios (In-Shell) 1/ 
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1/ Iran has been dropped from this series because of the lack of verifiable 


production information. 
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Selected International Prices 


Ate Se) Meader iz elosse ss : Changerpronm:nemyean 
; > previous week : ago 
ROTTERDAM PRICES 17 ~=—~Ssé‘i‘é~“C*HET MT~)©6Od per bU. © per MI..~*«*«‘<SSCper MM 
Wheat : 
Canadian No. 1 CWRS-13.5%.9/ 186.50 p.08 -1.50 200.00 
UU. SemNO se Z.DNS/NSS Laks... sue toes0U 4.98 +.50 194.00 
USS SNe os Re. sececccs Be LODLU0 4.49 -.50 160.00 
Wee NO eRe A.D. cee vee 9/) BLOSsUU 4.98 -3.00 208.00 
Canadian No. 1 A: Durum.9/ 193.50 BVA -6.50 208.00 
Feed grains: 
“eo. Nowe YeliowaCorn..... 137-00 3.48 +4.00 122700 
Soybeans and meal: 
U. Deu NO. § AVEL LOW Gels soc 0 0s 249.00 6.78 +7.50 305.60 
Brazil 47/48% SoyaPellets 4/ 183.00 “— -1.00 258.00 
U.S. 44% Soybean Meal.... 169.00 “= 0 255700 
U.S 3 FARM PRICES) 3/ 
Wineatcclsis stewie sles SOR OG8C Nae Say) Sin oe aby T26059 
Barleyae ces cs erattiete ers ciate one 84.51 ee +1.84 105.18 
COL au tere steuns RE AS apioisamL eee eG +1.97 Pe Ze 
SOLU cre ete esc ese ahs si oteieierets TZ eaih 4.1902/ +22 Aide bo) 
DEOLLOPS EA (oni. 4's c cleloreceis cis LOA. 69 “- -12.13 1014. 34 
ECSIMPORT CEVIES 
Wea CB Oysetstekate + lave ofelatite dies 41.90 Lee -2.30 70.50 
Delle Lic Virtaietars letsrate ol sisieriettte eee SE Tee Daly -1.90 Are 
COM. Vk Se ene 983 un. ASE LO -2.30 43.95 
DOL OMCs. atataress «seals 4's vee 47.95 sisi a72 -2.00 Dost 
Broilers 4/ 6/ g/ ANE 154.00 -- -1.00 193.00 
EC INTERVENTION PRICES 7/ 
Common wheat(feed quality) 138.70 S77 -.50 166.30 
Bread wheat (min. quality)7/ 147.65 ANOz -.55 181.65 
Barley and all 
other feed grains....... 138.70 a= -.50 166.30 
Broidersa4 lu OLuepereasnremesreme. 02900 -- +3.00 N.Q. 
EC EXPORT RESTITUTIONS (subsidies) 
WilGad Curators elevelows ste os ostetate ere 1A 36> -40 -.10 25325 
Barley od% sie ols eeclellsieees 27.90 -61 -.20 24.00 
BEOINET STA C6/ PC) se fs ce ss cf 91.00 -- 0 160.00 


1/ Asking prices in U.S. dollars for imported grain and soybeans, c.i.f., 
Rotterdam. 2/ Hundredweight (CWT). 3/ Twelve-city average, wholesale weighted 
average. 4/ EC category--70 percent whole chicken. 5/ Reflects lower EC export 
subsidy--down to 20.00 ECU/100 bag effective 9/14/83 from 22.50 ECU/100 bag 
set in 2/83. 6/ F.o.b. price for R.T.C. broilers at West German-border.~ 7/ 
Reference price. 8/ Reflects change in level set by EC. 9/ April-May. 
N.A.=None authorized. N.Q.=Not quoted. Note: Basis February delivery. 
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Then Foreign Agriculture — USDA's fact-filled monthly agricultural trade magazine — is 
for you. Based on official USDA data available nowhere else, Foreign Agriculture 
articles are clear and crisp, written to provide the export information you need, in a con- 
cise and extremely readable form. 


Do you need 
information 
about 


Special information is found in Foreign Agriculture’s telegraphed, targeted news depart- 


e Overseas markets and buy- 
ing trends? 


e New competitors and 
products? 


e Trade policy developments? 


e Overseas promotional 
activities? 


ments: Fact File, Country Briefs, Trade Updates and Marketing News. And its tables 


and graphs will give you an immediate grasp of what’s going on overseas. 


In addition, periodic special issues—such as the one devoted entirely to value-added 
exports—will give you a wide range of detailed information about overseas markets. 


If you use agricultural facts and figures in your business, you need Foreign Agriculture. 


Subscribe today! Just $16.00 ($20.00 for foreign delivery) brings you Foreign Agriculture 
for 12 full months. 
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FAS Circulars: 


Market Information For 
Agricultural Exporters 


As an agricultural exporter, you 
need timely, reliable informa- 
tion on changing consumer 
preferences, needs of foreign 
buyers, and the supply and de- 
mand situation in countries 
around the world. 


The Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice can provide that information 
in its commodity circulars. 


World agricultural information 
and updates on special FAS 
export services for the food 
and agricultural trade all are 
available in these periodic 
circulars. 


For a sample copy of these 
reports—which can supply you 
with the information you need 
to make sound busi- 

ness decisions—check the box 
indicated, fill out the address 
form and mail it today. 


FAS-829 (Rev. 9-84) 





To subscribe: Indicate which publications you want. Send a check for the total amount 


payable to the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on U.S. banks, cashier’s 


checks, or international money orders will be accepted. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. 
Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 


Information Division 

Room 4644-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D.C. 20250 
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Cotton (12 issues) 


Dairy, Livestock & Poultry: 

Export Trade & Prospects (8 issues) 
Meat & Dairy Monthly Imports (12 issues) 
Dairy Situation (2 issues) 

Livestock & Poultry Situation (2 issues) 
All 24 Reports Listed Above 


Grains: 

World Grain Situation & Outlook (16 issues) 
Export Markets for U.S. Grain (12 issues) 
USSR Grain Situation & Outlook (12 issues) 
All 40 Reports Listed Above 


Horticultural Products (12 issues) 
Oilseeds & Products (13 issues) 
Seeds (4 issues) 

Sugar, Molasses & Honey (3 issues) 
Tea, Spices & Essential Oils (3 issues) 
Tobacco (12 issues) 

World Crop Production (12 issues) 
Wood Products (4 issues) 


Total Reports Ordered 
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5.00 
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4.00 
41.00 
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